
GROUP TEST > BUDGET COLOUR LASER PRINTERS

Lab results There’s a wide range of performance and quality represented in this group

of printers, but there should be something to suit most users’ needs
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Text speed (pages per minute) Bigger is better
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Colour pdf speed (pages per minute) Bigger is better
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Mixed mono speed (pages per minute) Bigger is better
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A4 photo speed (pages per minute) Bigger is better
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Text print quality score Bigger is better
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Colour photo quality score Bigger is better

In order to judge the various strengths and
weaknesses of each printer, we put them
through a series of different tests.

To assess print speed, we timed their
output performance when printing plain text,
pdfs, mixed content pages and finally an A4
colour photograph. Behind the scenes, we

also ran tests using virtually blank pages,
to measure the absolute maximum
performance in both mono and colour
modes and verify the manufacturers’
rated speeds, which are usually based on
simply passing blank pages through the
printer as fast as possible.

To evaluate output quality we assembled
a panel of judges consisting of PCW staff to
compare the output of our text and colour
photo tests. The best print in each test was
awarded maximum points with the remaining
scores allocated according to how well they
compared relative to these benchmark prints.

How we tested the printers

Lexmark C510n 32

Dell 3100cn EDITOR’S CHOICE 25.3

Epson Aculaser C1100N 25.2

Xerox Phaser 6120 20.1

Konica Minolta Magicolor 2430DL 20.1

OKI C3200 19.8

Canon Laser Shot LBP 5200 19

HP Colour Laserjet 2600n RECOMMENDED 8.2

OKI C3200 11.9

HP Colour Laserjet 2600n RECOMMENDED 8.1

Lexmark C510n 8

Dell 3100cn EDITOR’S CHOICE 5.1

Epson Aculaser C1100N 5.1

Xerox Phaser 6120 5

Konica Minolta Magicolor 2430DL 5

Canon Laser Shot LBP 5200 4

Dell 3100cn EDITOR’S CHOICE 25.3

Epson Aculaser C1100N 25.3

Konica Minolta Magicolor 2430DL 20.1

Canon Laser Shot LBP 5200 19.1

Lexmark C510n 12.6

Xerox Phaser 6120 10.1

HP Colour Laserjet 2600n RECOMMENDED 8.1

OKI C3200 7.3

Dell 3100cn EDITOR’S CHOICE 10

HP Colour Laserjet 2600n RECOMMENDED 10

Konica Minolta Magicolor 2430DL 10

Lexmark C510n 10

Epson Aculaser C1100N 9

Xerox Phaser 6120 9

Canon Laser Shot LBP 5200 6

OKI C3200 6

Dell 3100cn EDITOR’S CHOICE 10

Epson Aculaser C1100N 10

HP Colour Laserjet 2600n RECOMMENDED 9

Xerox Phaser 6120 8

Canon Laser Shot LBP 5200 6

Konica Minolta Magicolor 2430DL 5

Lexmark C510n 5

OKI C3200 4

Epson Aculaser C1100N 2.7

Dell 3100cn EDITOR’S CHOICE 2.1

Canon Laser Shot LBP 5200 1.8

Konica Minolta Magicolor 2430DL 1.6

OKI C3200 1.5

HP Colour Laserjet 2600n RECOMMENDED 1.1

Xerox Phaser 6120 0.4

Lexmark C510n 0.3


